
Living in rural Norrland
Why is the northern Swedish countryside so attractive to international newcomers?



Who am I?
Paul Connolly - former editor/writer for The Times, Reuters, 
Metro and Daily Mail. Moved to Skellefteå with partner, Donna, 
in 2012. We had twins one year later.

Since then I’ve helped the municipality recruit teachers from 
the UK, and was on the launch team for The Great Northern. 

I have helped 11 families move to Skellefteå and also run a 
1,500-member Facebook promoting rural Norrland property.



The view from our London flat...



…and the view from our Skellefteå house



Our local hospital in London...



...and happy staff at Skellefteå hospital



London had a lack of playing space...



Working late is normal in the UK...



Not a problem in rural Skellefteå

   This is at the bottom of our ‘garden’



...but not in Sweden



Traffic in London...



...and Skellefteå traffic



Our house cost less than a parking space in London



The view from our veranda



A local’s reaction to the view



A newcomer’s reaction





● Tips on how to integrate
● Emotional stories from those 

who have already moved here
● Advice on Skellefteå life from 

local Swedes - we want to be 
part of the conversation 
between locals and newcomers

● No sugar-coating: adapting to a 
new life can be hard

● Where to find fun things to do
● Guides to schools, activities, 

Norrland traditions, and more
● We love living here - we want to 

share that joy

What will Norrland Living offer?



CONTACT US

Paul Connolly - Editor-in-chief
072 561 5536
paul@norrlandliving.com

Donna Richmond - Creative director
070 233 7737
donna@norrlandliving.com
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